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The Maple Bear school classroom 
is welcoming and safe. It is where 

teachers apply the Canadian 
methodology and where bilingual 

education is nurtured.

They have their own rhythm and way of 

building knowledge.

The classroom environment contributes to 

the students' education through learning 

centres. They are spaces designed to provide 

opportunities for students to explore, 

discover and apply skills that are based on the 

curriculum.

The objective is for students to be part of the 

discovery process through hands-on learning. 

Maple Bear learning centres, which can be 

used individually or in small groups, have 

several benefits:

 Foster cooperation and teamwork

 Form critical thinking

 Enhance intellectual confidence

 Enable a sense of proactivity

C
ozy, safe and very functional, 

Maple Bear classrooms represent 

a piece of Canada in all the 

countries where we are present. 

Everything is carefully considered and has a 

purpose; from the way tables are organized to 

how walls are decorated.

Our classrooms are designed to provide the 

tools and resources required for one of the 

best methodologies in the world. The spaces 

are generous, safe and full of learning support 

materials that help the teachers to direct 

their students in every moment of their daily 

routine while also considering each student’s 

individual development. 

Every student has an independent profile. Each 

child learns and develops in unique ways.  

The Maple 
Bear Learning 

Environment

 Improve communication skills

 Create a sense of belonging and connection

An old Chinese proverb summarizes the 

purpose of learning centres well:

 

“Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I remember. 

Involve me and I learn.”

Listening is important. But it is not the 

most efficient way for the brain to retain 

information. With a hands-on approach,  

the brain makes connections, which 

strengthens memory. 

The learning centres are there to foster 

hands-on activities and help our students to 

learn through play. And most importantly, the 

students have fun while learning. 

Maple Bear Sofia Vitosha Kindergarten

M A P L E  B E A R  C L A S S R O O M

TAKE A 
TOUR
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Maple Bear 

Florianópolis - Ilha

The proof of this is evident at Maple Bear Global Schools. 

E
ducators and entrepreneurs around the world are 

choosing to meet this demand by investing in a 

Maple Bear school for its world-class Canadian 

methodology and because of the international 

reputation of Canadian bilingual education.

Parents are equally inspired to enroll their children in a 

school that provides a safe space where they will learn the 

skills to meet the needs of the 21st century, and where they 

are a part of a global community of over 560 schools in 35+ 

countries with 50,000+ students enrolled worldwide. 

We continually strive to adhere to the highest standards 

for quality assurance which allows our schools to be 

a highly desirable place for families to send their kids, 

regardless of country.

Our schools are now present in almost every continent in 

the world. And the curriculum that is taught in Dubai, UAE 

is the same that is delivered halfway around the world in 

Indaiatuba, Brazil or in Jurong Singapore.  With this in mind, 

our Maple Bear parents have the confidence and comfort 

in knowing that their children are receiving the best in 

education within our growing global Maple Bear family.

Despite the challenges of the pandemic in 2021, we 

continued to add many new schools. New students entered 

shiny new hallways of our Maple Bear schools in the 

following locations in countries new to Maple Bear:

Message from  
Arno Krug, CEO

As we look forward to the new possibilities 
brought on by two years of restrictions and 
isolation, we know that the global demand 

for high-quality education is growing as 
parents achieve the economic means to 

give their children a head start in life. 

It is amazing for me to see how our Maple 
Bear school owners share our passion for 

Canadian education. We truly are a family.

 Nairobi, Kenya  Muscat, Oman  Kyiv, 

Ukraine  Belgrade, Serbia  Guatemala City, 

Guatemala  Arequipa, Peru

And we expect to have schools in these new 

partner countries in the near future: 

 Albania  Australia  Paraguay  

 Portugal  Spain  Poland  Greece

The pandemic has also compelled us to think 

outside of the box and reimagine what it 

means to teach using the most indispensable, 

technological tool: our proprietary, web-based 

platform.  Beyond the physical spaces of the 

classrooms, the need to integrate in-person 

learning with digital resources has allowed our 

students and teachers to connect with each 

other and with schools around the world.  6 

million lessons were delivered by our Maple 

Bear Digital Learning Community platform 

during the pandemic. And the launch of our 

Global Connections for Sustainability Program 

this year provides meaningful understanding of 

our environment and of other cultures.

It is an exciting time to be part of the  

Maple Bear global family.  Join us as we 

deliver the Best of Canadian Education  

for a Global Future. 

Arno Krug,  
CEO, Maple Bear Global Schools

M E S S A G E S  F R O M  M B G S  E X E C U T I V E

Rodney Briggs,  
Founder and Chairman, Maple Bear Global Schools

M
aple Bear Global Schools was founded 

on the premise of bringing the best of 

Canadian education for a global future to its 

students.  Now, in its 17th year of operation, 

the demand for Maple Bear continues to 

grow exponentially because we provide  

high-quality Canadian immersion and bilingual education 

for our students internationally.

Our curriculum is focused on preparing our students to 

be global citizens in an environment that is constantly 

changing. To achieve this, we focus on 21st-century skills, 

such as critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity and 

collaboration, for which Canadian education consistently 

ranks the highest in the world. Our proprietary curriculum 

is constantly being refreshed by our Faculty of expert 

Canadian educators to reflect the latest in academic 

research and Canadian educational practices.  Beyond 

the constant revision and development of our curriculum, 

our academic team also provides ongoing training and 

quality assurance to all our schools around the globe on 

an annual basis to ensure that schools maintain our high 

standards.

It is amazing for me to see how our Maple Bear school owners 

share our passion for Canadian education. Their enthusiasm 

and hard work have made the Maple Bear brand grow in a short 

time to 550+ schools in over 30 countries around the world. It 

is not only our owners who deserve my praise but also our truly 

dedicated teachers and all the staff that support them. 

Message from Rodney 
Briggs, Founder and 

Chairman

We truly are a family.

And like any good family, we strongly believe 

in giving back to the communities in which we 

live whether it is through a toy drive for a local 

charity or annual Terry Fox runs to raise funds 

in the fight against cancer. 

The Maple Bear methodology develops 

curiosity, imagination, and discovery through 

experimentation, sparking a true passion 

for lifelong learning. Our students will be 

equipped with the knowledge and skills to 

be successful in their own lives and make a 

difference in the lives of others.  

Never before has there been a greater need for 

our future leaders to have empathy and to be 

able to work collaboratively on major issues like 

climate change. I am confident that Maple Bear 

students will be able to meet the challenge of an 

ever-evolving global world. 

For those who are already part of the Maple 

Bear family, my sincere thanks for all of your 

hard work to deliver the best of Canadian 

education for a global future. For those 

thinking about becoming part of Maple Bear, 

I invite you to join our family and make a 

difference in the future of our planet.  
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  M B  C E E  E X E C U T I V E

F
irst and foremost, I would like to 

welcome the new parents and teachers 

to our new schools, which have joined 

the Maple Bear family since the last 

edition of the Bear Magazine. As our regional 

network expansion continues, I am delighted 

to announce that we are now present in 

Poland, the Czech Republic and Greece. 

At Maple Bear we believe that education is 

what matters the most for the upcoming 

generations and passing our values is 

essential to our nature. Alongside with Maple 

Bear’s success story in Central and Eastern 

Europe (CEE), last year has also posed a 

challenge for many of us. The unfortunate 

events unfolding in Ukraine presented us 

with an unprecedented objection, which our 

Kyiv-based team approached in a rather 

unparalleled manner. They made sure that 

all safety standards were met, and children’s 

learning would not be obstructed. More 

recently, Maple Bear Global Schools together 

with Maple Bear Central and Eastern Europe 

(CEE) started a fundraising initiative aiming 

to support the winter period energy needs 

of Maple Bear Kyiv amid skyrocketing fuel 

expenditure needed to sustain the school’s 

generator. A month later, we have almost 

reached the target due to worldwide solidarity 

with our students, parents, and teachers in 

Ukraine. 

I strongly believe the support from the 

network towards our students and teachers 

in Maple Bear Kyiv is a true inspiration for our 

young Maple Bear students. To that regard, I 

wish to underline to the new parents joining 

Maple Bear this year that we make sure our 

education brings positive change in the world 

by educating future leaders, namely your 

children, with a strong sense of social justice. 

As part of this commitment, we make sure 

our curriculum incorporates themes of social 

responsibility and community service so that 

students at Maple Bear schools 

are exposed to the 

concept of giving. And 

with the current times, 

solidarity and empathy 

are qualities we want 

to see in every 

human.

In 2023, Maple Bear in 
Central & Eastern Europe 
has all the ingredients for 
a successful formula in 
the region to address the 
growing unmet demand in 
premium private bilingual 
education and raise the 
next generation of leaders & 
entrepreneurs! 

Message from Yann Bidan,  
General Manager of  
Maple Bear Central & Eastern Europe

Four years after entering 

Central and Eastern Europe, 

Maple Bear has partnered 

with Vantage Best in Class 

large private Equity funds. 

With the objective of 

establishing at least 200 new 

schools in 22 countries over 

the next decade. Owing to 

this partnership, we will hire 

seventy new team members 

in Bulgaria and the region in 

order to increase the support 

we provide to our facilities 

locally. Our local support for 

the schools, coupled with the 

support of our 250 Canadian 

educators and trainers who 

visit several times annually 

to coach, train, and mentor 

our schools’ teachers and 

academic coordinators, is a 

unique support that I know 

every parent would wish their 

children's school had. 

Last but not least, I would 

like to take this chance to 

thank our current parents for 

entrusting Maple Bear with 

their children and for exposing 

them to our educational 

approach. In addition, I want 

to sincerely invite all other 

parents reading out magazine 

to strongly consider Maple 

Bear education for their 

children. 
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We know Maple Bear is the best  
of Canadian education for a global 
future. Our parents, school owners  
and teachers feel the same way. 
Take a moment to read what people  
are saying about Maple Bear, the largest 
network of bilingual schools in the world.

The School 
Everybody 

Loves

BULGARIA
 During the last few months, we saw 

Emanuela grow as a person, acquiring 
good habits and communicating with other 
children. We thank the Maple Bear team 
for its organization, effort and forbearance. 
We believe that your professionalism is an 
example of high-quality education, with 
excellent results. 
Lily and Julian, Parents of Emanuela  
Maple Bear Sofia – Bulgaria 

GUATEMALA - OWNER
 My dream was always to own a school 

and contribute to the education in my 
country. When I found out about Maple 
Bear, I felt assured and supported by an 
excellent brand. Many highly qualified 
professionals share their knowledge with 
our teaching staff. 
Carol de Albores, School Owner Maple Bear – Guatemala

BULGARIA
 My daughter’s teachers at Maple 

Bear Sofia have a professional approach 
that is confident yet tranquil, allowing 
the children to develop happily while 
nurturing their individual qualities and 
interpersonal skills. 
Kalina, mother of Vaya  Maple Bear Sofia, Primary 
School

VIETNAM
 I feel satisfied knowing 

that Maple Bear is the 
right education method 
for my child. She is free to 
be creative and do what 
she likes. My child receives 
a good education and is 
loved and cared for. She 
has the ability to develop 
her communication and 
teamwork skills in a safe  
and loving environment  
with her teachers and 
classmates. 
Mother, Maple Bear iBSB, 
Hanoi – Vietnam

MEXICO
 I've been working at Maple 

Bear for five years and am 
very appreciative of the way 
we teach English through 
immersion. Listening and 
speaking in English is part 
of the student’s everyday 
routine. Learning at Maple 
Bear is built on exploring  
and playing. 

Miss Erika Ramos, Teacher,  
Maple Bear Chihuahua – Mexico

NEPAL
 I am a proud parent at Maple Bear 

Canadian School Chapali. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Maple Bear 
provided a wonderful solution for 
online classes which has been really 
helpful in keeping the kids engaged. 
I am more than satisfied with the 
curriculum and am truly grateful  
to the whole Maple Bear team! 
Mother of Aarav
Maple Bear Chapali, Kathmandu – Nepal

SINGAPORE
 The school curriculum and the 

teachers are nurturing and encouraging, 
such that my shy kid blossomed into a 
confident and bilingually eloquent little 
girl. The management goes above and 
beyond to raise our children together, 
and it was particularly evident during 
the COVID pandemic. They put in so 
much effort to stay open for children 
of essential workers. Definitely a great 
experience! 
Emily, Parent Maple Bear Kovan – Singapore
 

SERBIA
 The pre-school environment 

is wonderful. Our son has shown 
visible growth and progress. He 
even learned to dance and swim 
at Maple Bear. He also enjoys the 
French classes. 
Parents of Viktor
Maple Bear Belgrade – Serbia 

TURKEY
 The teachers are very 

experienced and have an extensive 
curriculum. They really care for 
every child. The classes are small, 
which allows each student to learn 
at his/her own pace. 
Parents, Maple Bear Cekmekoy – Turkey

UAE
 We moved from Maple Bear 

Brazil to Dubai. Every instructor 
and team member here is so nice 
and kind. Inside the school, there 
is an energy that is magical.    
Julia, Matteo’s mother Maple Bear Dubai – UAE

USA
 We love Maple Bear! The center 

is very clean and secure. All of the 
teachers and staff are friendly and 
you can tell that they truly care 
about the kids and look out for 
their well-being and safety. It has 
been awesome watching our son 
grow and learn from year to year. 
He comes home singing songs 
and telling us all about the fun 
things he did each day. We highly 
recommend Maple Bear! 
Parent, Maple Bear Tempe, Arizona – USA

Maple Bear 
Bulgaria

W H Y  W E  L O V E  M A P L E  B E A R
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BRAZILMEXICO

PERU

PARAGUAY

UNITED 
STATES OF
AMERICA

CANADA

NEPAL
CHINA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

ROMANIA 

UKRAINE

TURKEY 

KENYA 

BANGLADESH 

INDIA 

SRI LANKA

MOROCCO

PORTUGAL

SPAIN

HONG KONG (SAR), CHINA

MALAYSIA

SINGAPORE

THAILAND VIETNAM

AUSTRALIA

GUATEMALA
PHILIPPINES

SERBIA SOUTH KOREA

UNITED 
ARAB 
EMIRATES

OMANGREECE

POLAND

ANGOLA

GHANA

CANADA 

9,985,000 square kilometres  

and a population of 36.9 million.

The GDP is US$ 1.64 trillion per year.  

With two official languages    

(English and French), it offers bilingual and 

multicultural education. It is the birthplace 
of Maple Bear, which takes Canadian 

excellence to over 35 countries.

 XIN CHÀO!
VIETNAMESE

HALLO!
GERMAN

NAMASTE!
HINDI

ANNYEON 
GHASEYO!

KOREAN

HYALO! 
BENGALI

G'DAY!
AUSTRALIAN

AYUBOVAN!
SINHALA

KAMUSTA!
TAGALOG

SWASDI!
THAI

'AHLAN! 
ARABIC 

ZDRAVEITE! 
BULGARIAN

BONJOUR!
FRENCH

PRYVIT!
UKRAINIAN

BUNA ZIUA!
ROMANIAN

PËRSHËNDETJE! 
ALBANIAN

HABARI!
SWAHILI

NAMASKARA! 
NEPALI

OLÁ!
PORTUGUESE

HELLO!
ENGLISH

¡HOLA!
SPANISH

MERHABA!
TURKISH

CHINESE
!

M A P L E  B E A R  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

WITAM! 
POLISH

GEIA! 
GREEK

ZDRAVO!
SERBIAN
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Maple Bear  

United Arab Emirates

At Maple Bear, we love the bilingual education model 
because our students, your children, become fluent in at 
least two languages. We also love that there are so many 
other benefits without any cost to your child’s learning.

Brad Burns, Director of Program and Innovation – Maple Bear Global Schools

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E

I
n today’s world, the value of a bilingual education 

is well-known. However, before the advancement of 

brain research over the last 25 years, there were many 

that believed education should be unilingual and that 

introducing a second language would come at a cost  

to a child’s success in school.

As we understand more about how the brain learns, we 

now know that early stimulation of the brain with multiple 

languages brings many benefits to the child at no cost. The 

wiring of the brain’s neurons becomes ever more sophisticated 

as children are exposed to experiences in a bilingual context 

and that complexity comes with many benefits.

The first benefit is having the ability to speak and 

understand multiple languages. This is obvious but should 

not go unmentioned. What an amazing gift to be able 

to communicate and understand another language and 

culture. 

The benefits go far beyond being fluent in another language. 

The list of indirect benefits identified in the research continues 

to grow. Currently, that list includes increased executive 

functioning (specifically the ability to focus attention without 

being distracted and increased working memory); greater 

My Bilingual 
Education…  
How do  
I love thee?  
Let me count  
the ways!

metalinguistic awareness; higher scholastic 

achievement; and in the long term the 

bilingual brain seems to be less susceptible to 

age-related dementia in later life.

When a child first learns that there are 

multiple words for the colour blue or for an 

object such as a ball, the child begins to see 

and appreciate that the world is diverse and 

this is the foundation for the development 

of empathy; a character trait key to their 

success in the workplace and as a citizen of 

a democratic society.

Students who learn to read in another 

language do not struggle with reading, 

on the contrary, they develop a deeper 

understanding of how language works. This 

metalinguistic understanding helps them to 

be more aware of the structure that makes 

up language in both spoken and written 

forms. This understanding of language 

likely explains in part why bilingual students 

often do better on math problem-solving 

tests. Even in their mother tongue, bilingual 

students tend to score better. So it is not 

the knowledge of the second language that 

helps, but rather the side effects of learning 

the second language that results in their 

greater attention to the language in the 

math question.

At Maple Bear, we love our bilingual 

education model. We love it because our 

students, your children, become fluent in 

at least two languages. But we also love the 

bilingual education model because there are 

so many other benefits without any cost to 

your child’s learning. We are proud of our 

dedicated teachers who have been trained 

in the most effective language development 

strategies. This successful combination has 

made us the largest network of bilingual 

schools in the world. 
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You, Your Child  
And Literacy

A
re you caught up in the Wordle craze 

yet?  This daily word game, which 

gives you six chances to guess a five-

letter word, has taken the worldwide 

web by storm. The key to success is 

knowing which letter combinations are likely and 

which are impossible in English words. 

Knowing how letters go together to form words 

is an important part of reading, but it’s only 

one part. Understanding what messages those 

words convey is the essence of literacy. 

UNESCO defines literacy as “a means of 

identification, understanding, interpretation, 

creation, and communication in an increasingly 

digital, text-mediated, information-rich and fast-

changing world.” Today more than ever, literacy 

is an important tool for interacting with the world 

around us. No wonder the United Nations uses 

literacy levels as a metric for judging life quality 

and sustainability of communities. 

At Maple Bear schools, literacy is a priority at 

every age. The Language Arts Curricula at Maple 

Bear Schools span the academic lifetime of 

students, from preschool through high school. At 

each stage of development, teachers focus on the 

specific goals and needs of children at that level.

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

It might surprise you to know that one of 

the best things parents can do is also the 

simplest: be a good reading model. Make sure 

your children see you reading – anything from 

novels to news. And not just moms! Research 

has shown that fathers are particularly 

influential models, especially for boys. 

BEAR CARE AND PRESCHOOL

For our youngest children, oral language 

development is paramount.  They need to 

develop vocabulary, know how to ask and answer 

questions and understand how to “use their 

words” to articulate their thoughts, joys and 

frustrations. So put away your phones and chat 

with your children instead. Talk about what you 

see on your neighbourhood walk. Encourage 

them to express their ideas. As well, be sure to 

read to your children daily, in their first language 

as well as in English, if possible. Take time to talk 

about the words and the pictures and invite their 

reactions as well.

PRIMARY YEARS

Students in Years 1-3 are learning to recognize 

many words at sight, to use letters to solve 

others, and to make meaning from what they 

read.  Continue reading to your children every 

day. Don’t hesitate to read old favourites over 

and over again and encourage children to join in 

on words or phrases they know. Read recipes, 

menus, schedules and other “functional” print, 

as well as fiction and nonfiction books. And 

get them writing! From thank-you notes to 

grocery lists, encourage them to write whenever 

possible. Don’t worry about correct spelling at 

this time. Children learn to spell better when 

they have been encouraged to experiment with 

how letters go together. 

ELEMENTARY YEARS: 

By Years 4-6, most children are reading with 

comprehension and fluency.  But don’t stop 

reading to them! Reading aloud is a great way 

to expose young people to words and ideas 

that might be beyond what they can manage 

on their own. Still, make sure they read to 

themselves every day as well. If they’re 

reluctant, take turns reading a paragraph 

or a page together. Or extend bedtime by 15 

minutes of reading. Better yet, give them a 

flashlight to “sneak read” under the covers!

MIDDLE YEARS AND HIGH SCHOOL:

Even in Years 6-12, it’s not too late to hook 

kids on reading! The key is tapping into topics 

they are interested in. They might have to read 

Shakespeare at school, but at home, they can 

read graphic novels, news reports or the Driver 

Training Manual. Give them a gift certificate 

to a book store or a magazine subscription of 

their choice. E-books also have great potential 

for reluctant readers. 

Maple Bear teachers are well-trained and 

supported in current methods for teaching 

children to read and write. Don’t hesitate to 

contact your children’s teachers to discuss 

their literacy needs.  And let’s work together 

to make literacy an integral part of all our 

children’s lives.

The Language Arts Curricula 
at Maple Bear span the 
academic life of our 
students, from preschool 
through high school. And at 
each stage of development, 
teachers focus on the 
specific goals and needs  
of the children at that level.

Lori Jamison, 
 Faculty – Maple Bear Global Schools

Maple Bear Bulgaria

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E
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C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E

countries
90 

Our educational system  
has some key differentiators: 
the teachers’ capacity  
of identifying the students' 
needs, good communication 
between parents and 
teachers and the creation of a 
positive learning environment.

Lenna Glade, Senior Academic 
Advisor – Maple Bear Global Schools

E
very three years, the Program for 

International Student Assessment 

(PISA) runs an academic study to 

measure the abilities of 15-year-old 

students in key subject areas. The 

goal is to build global equality in education and 

to facilitate the exchange of policies and best 

practices between countries around the world.

This comparative study was postponed 

twice due to COVID-19 but will be delivered 

to students around the world again in 2022. 

There are 38 member countries of the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

Development (OECD) and 50 partner 

economies participating in this study. PISA 

2022 will focus on math and creative thinking, 

in addition to evaluations in reading and 

sciences.

WHAT DOES PISA HAVE TO DO WITH 

MAPLE BEAR?

Everything! More than 560 Maple Bear 

schools around the world follow the Canadian 

Canada remains a consistently top-ranked 
country in the PISA assessment.

PISA 2022
method of teaching. And when looking at the 

2018 PISA results, as well as the previous test 

scores, Canada ranked high in all three subject 

areas: reading, mathematics and sciences. 

It is not an accident that Maple Bear schools 

proudly carry the Canadian flag!

The best of Canadian educational practices 

are applied in all of our schools and are 

updated regularly, following global trends. 

Canadian-based education experts are 

responsible for overseeing the program 

development, its application and 

follow-up in each Maple Bear classroom. 

Schools also respect all the local rules and 

regulations by following each country’s 

curriculum.

AND WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE?

PISA 2025 is in the works. It will focus on 

science and will include an evaluation of 

foreign languages. Students will also need to 

demonstrate knowledge of the online world 

and the use of digital tools.  

3 million students have 
participated in PISA since 

its inception in 2000

Maple Bear 

Trainer Nicole
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At  
Maple Bear,  

We Teach 
Teachers 

Too!

T
he Maple Bear Teacher Professional 

Development and Quality Assurance Program 

sets us apart from other private school 

systems around the globe.  At least twice per 

year, expert Canadian educators train Maple 

Bear teachers in Canadian pedagogy and curriculum.  

During the pandemic, Training and Quality Assurance 

were conducted online. But now, Maple Bear is ready to 

send our faculty back on the road!

THE MANY BENEFITS OF TRAINING TEACHERS

There are several key benefits to our specialized training.  

Firstly, as the curriculum is evergreen, trainers provide 

training on new curriculum as it is developed.  The 

Canadian teaching methodology is also significantly 

different from the more traditional teaching methods. 

We provide coaching on skills and strategies that are 

paramount to be able to offer student-centred, inquiry-

based, and collaborative learning environments which 

encourage critical thinking.  Finally, our Quality Assurance 

Program ensures the integrity of the Maple Bear Program.

Maple Bear  
Cluj Napoca

SCHOOL LEADERS RECEIVE FOUR  

LEVELS OF TRAINING 

Prior to the school opening, school leaders are provided 

with in-depth training, known as Effective School 

Leadership for Coordinators.  

Here, they study the five pillars of the Maple Bear 

Global Schools Academic Program:  

 IMMERSION method of learning in English

 BEST PRACTICES focused on whole student learning

 CURRICULUM that reflects Canadian instruction  

       and assessment practices

 TRAINING of instructional staff and school leadership

 QUALITY ASSURANCE that supports continuous

       school growth and improvement

Shortly after the Coordinators’ Training, all teachers 

and staff are immersed in what we call Initial Training.  

Fourteen Core Essential Presentations are delivered 

for every new school around the globe.  Presentations 

focus on the foundations of Maple Bear, such 

as immersion, play-based learning, literacy, and 

numeracy in the Maple Bear classroom. Trainers also 

help teachers organize and set up the new classrooms 

to ensure each classroom provides the best in the 

Maple Bear programs.

In-School Training is a vital piece of our training 

program that happens twice a year.  Canadian trainers 

visit the schools to guide and support teachers’ 

practice and student learning.  They observe teachers 

in the classroom, provide feedback, model practice, 

and assist teachers to engage students and provide 

safe, secure, and stimulating environments conducive 

to teaching and learning.  Trainers also prepare and 

deliver presentations on areas of need, such as 

differentiation, classroom management, assessment, 

continuums and report cards, or special needs.  And 

they even conduct parent workshops!

Finally, Central Training is usually built around the 

greater needs of the schools and country.   It consists 

of workshops on newly developed curricula or 

specific topics and pedagogy.  Delivered online since 

the pandemic began, it has become more and more 

successful as it can be offered to a wide audience 

quite successfully and much more cost-effectively.

Quality Assurance Reviews are conducted annually 

in our schools to ensure the integrity of the Maple 

Bear curriculum, programs, and methodology.  

Self-assessment and evidence of practice are 

demonstrated in five domains:  Management and 

Leadership; Quality of Learning and Teaching; Support 

for Learning; Health and Safety; and Family and 

Community.  

Maple Bear Global Schools has over 250 Canadian 

faculty that train teachers and school staff around 

the world.  Our Professional Development Program 

espouses excellence in teaching and ultimately, 

nurtures the success and achievement of our 

students. 

With over 250 Canadian 
faculty that train our 
teachers and school staff 
around the world, we 
know our Professional 
Development Program 
espouses excellence in 
teaching and ultimately, 
nurtures the success  
and achievement  
of our students. 
 

Patti Rodger,  

Director of Training and Quality 

Assurance – Maple Bear Global Schools

M A P L E  B E A R  A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E
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M A P L E  B E A R  A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E

Maple Bear Morocco

Maple Bear 

Mexico

Maple Bear 

Brazil

Maple Bear 
Offers High 

School 
Programs

Did you know Maple Bear has  
a high school program?

M
aple Bear Brazil was the 

first Maple Bear country to 

implement a high school 

program in 2017 at two schools 

located in Mogi das Cruzes and 

Tatuape (Santa Amalia).

Together with Maple Bear Global Schools, a 

high school program was created that is based 

on the Brazilian curriculum requirements and 

the Maple Bear curriculum and methodology. 

The program focuses on in-depth practices 

which prepare the students for their journey 

into life beyond high school: 

 the challenges of university entrance exams

 the job market in the context of the 21st- 

      century global economy

 and global citizenship.

The Maple Bear High School Program is 

designed to provide students with a full 

high school curriculum that prepares them 

for admission to universities in their native 

country as well as universities in Canada 

or around the world. Students will earn 

graduation in their home country. 

The students focus on projects that are 

aligned with real-world challenges and they are 

encouraged to apply skills developed beyond 

the classroom. The high school programming 

provides them with the flexibility to pursue 

courses that pique their area of interest and 

permits deeper study through electives. Some 

examples of electives in Brazil include art 

history, programming and design. 

Our existing teaching processes, such as 

the individualized student assessment, and 

development of autonomy, receive a more 

integrated and enhanced level of attention. 

The high school students in Brazil will have 

the opportunity to get individual guidance 

on their career options and on the higher 

education institutions available to them  

where they can continue their learning 

journey (in Brazil or abroad).

Our high school program will be extended to 

other Maple Bear countries as they grow to 

include students of high school age. In these 

countries, our goal is to ensure that our 

graduates have access to post-secondary 

programs both in their native country  

and in Canada.

Maple Bear is shaping the path for students of 

all age groups to benefit from sound, high-

quality education that prepares them to think 

critically and independently so they can thrive 

in an unpredictable yet exciting future. 

Maple Bear Brazil 
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M A P L E  B E A R  H I G H L I G H T S

in Education

Guide for new Maple Bear parents

in Education
ExcelExcellence lence 

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E
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F
or Canadian educators, the 

term bilingualism means more 

than just learning a second 

language. Bilingualism is an 

approach, not an end in itself. It is 

about an opportunity for students 

to learn while being completely 

immersed in a second language. This 

gives them exposure to a multicultural 

environment, naturally developing the 

ability to think in another language and 

enhancing the capacity to adapt quickly 

and comfortably to different contexts.

This is why the nature of Canadian 

education is built upon a multicultural 

approach. Since its foundation in 

1867, Canada has had two primary 

languages, English and French. 

The country has also welcomed 

immigration and diversity. During 

different migratory movements, the 

government took measures to receive 

and integrate these new Canadian 

families. Education is this process's 

primary tool, always seeking to 

understand the families and students' 

needs and by adopting strategies 

focused on practical learning using 

perception, experimentation, and 

sharing. This is the fundamental 

difference from "learning English" 

to "learn in English." 

At the end of the 1960s, while establishing the obligation for all Canadian Federal 

Organizations to offer support to its citizens in both French and English,  The 

Official Languages Act helped spread the concept that bilingualism means not just 

developing fluency in a second language, but having two officially recognized native 

languages.

Maple Bear's methodology aims to create connections and a favourable 

environment for the student's development. "When being immersed in an 

environment where a new language is used, children gradually adopt the language. 

They do this not only by memorizing vocabulary and grammar structures but by 

truly assimilating the nuances and subtle meanings of the language in an effective 

and definitive form", explains Cintia Sant'Anna, Maple Bear Academic Director.

One of the experts of this method is the Canadian lecturer, writer, and educator 

Michael Fullan. He highlights the importance of the 6C`s: Character Education, 

Citizenship, Collaboration, Communication, Creativity, and Critical Thinking.  Fullan, 

the author of Deep Learning, states that the anticipated result from this model is 

that students care more for school and for life. They also learn to think about how 

to make a difference and how to help humanity. 

Maple Bear takes bilingualism to another level, going beyond linguistic teaching. 

Maple Bear provides an education focused on research, citizenship, and 

entrepreneurship. These skills can make all the difference in a child's life. 

More than learning a language, students are 
exposed to a multicultural environment with 
significant cognitive development gains

Immersion programs open 
doors in a new eraAcquisition of culture

Bilingualism
Many
Multiculturalism

 viewpoints

W
e live in a borderless world. 

People from many different 

backgrounds and cultures interact, 

build relationships and work in a 

collaborative way. They make use of this richness 

and variety to innovate and to create outstanding 

solutions. In this way, knowledge from different 

cultures is used to benefit other societies.

Since the country’s birth, multiculturalism is 

one of Canada’s foundations. Among several 

other aspects, Canada has one of the world’s 

most inclusive educational models in the world, 

according to PISA – Programme for International 

Student Assessment. This approach is influential 

in preparing children for the challenges and 

opportunities they will meet during their lives.

Students in Canada learn from an early age to 

practice empathy and to value the differences in 

others - two fundamental socio-emotional abilities 

that enable them to become successful students 

and promising professionals. Along with learning 

traditional subjects, children get the world view that 

every person has different abilities, knowledge and 

perspectives. Most importantly, they understand 

that everyone can make a positive contribution to 

society. 

Maple Bear schools teach these concepts in 

different ways. Starting with appropriate questions 

for each age range, the students research cultural 

expressions in both national and international 

communities. At the same time, they develop 

curricular strategies and competencies. 

Maple Bear complies with the national curriculum 

requirements of the countries where it operates; 

however, it doesn’t limit itself to these requirements. 

The schools are connected to a more global vision 

and present-day values. Canada’s effort in research 

and in methodology development is an opportunity 

for students around the world. The school 

integrates and widens the curricula of each country.

Maple Bear prepares immersion programs for 

every regional reality, implementing a customized 

version in every situation.  More than a successful 

classroom model, the school prepares its students 

for the world, personally, professionally and 

emotionally. 

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E
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Safety” and “Security”.  

In English, the word 

“secure” is related to 

an almost intangible, 

conceptual perception of security, 

whereas “safe” has a more concrete 

connotation. The word safe is used to 

describe an environment that follows 

safety standards, without putting the 

people within the environment at risk. 

At the Maple Bear schools, “safety” and 

“security” hold the same importance 

and are complementary. 

The goal of the schools is to create 

an environment free from danger or 

threat to the physical health of the 

children, while also creating a sense of 

comfort so that, inside the school, the 

children are protected and are free to 

experiment, learn and develop. We do 

this by constantly planning, supervising 

and organizing all the spaces in the 

school to ensure ideal conditions are 

set for learning activities and games to 

happen. 

At Maple Bear, physical safety and 

emotional and intellectual security 

are various aspects with the same 

focus: help students develop their 

highest potential with autonomy. This 

is possible because every student is 

unique, and the school understands 

their individual needs. Our students 

do not only need to be in a physically 

secure environment that provides them 

with the supportive conditions to study 

and play safely, free from accidents, 

but above all, our students need to feel 

emotionally comfortable, safe, happy 

and welcome within our school. 

To make safety a priority, everyone 

actively participates in ensuring 

standards are maintained. 

Non-verbal language”, 

for example, is a 

commonly used term 

to describe the way our 

body moves and sends a particular 

message, where words are not 

necessarily expressed. 

The acquisition of language by 

children is influenced by multiple 

factors, ranging from genetic to 

interactional and environmental 

aspects. There is also a consensus 

that children go through the same 

stages of acquisition at approximately 

the same periods in their lives.

We, as human beings, are social 

beings. We thrive while living in 

community. Children who are placed 

in a community that uses a specific 

language for communicating will 

naturally be exposed to learning 

and will consequently develop their 

skills in this language. The immersive 

environment provides the platform 

from which language becomes an 

important tool for participation.

Creating an environment conducive 

to bilingual learning is essential since 

this will encourage children to use all 

the competencies they have already 

acquired. The role of teachers is 

crucial in this regard. They are the 

ones who build a safe and stimulating 

environment that positively 

influences the degree of involvement 

and motivation of the students, in 

addition to regulating their levels of 

anxiety and self-confidence. 

The foundation, especially for young 

children, is establishing a context 

of immersion, so that English is 

learned in a way that is similar to 

the native language – the students’ 

mother tongue. Experiencing real 

learning situations, consequently life 

situations, in two different languages, 

is the major strong point of a program 

that is consistent and aligned with 

Canadian educational principles, a 

bilingual nation in its makeup.  

At Maple Bear, reading is nurtured 

starting at a young age - 6 months 

of age in a fun and pleasant way. The 

content presented to the children is 

thematic and combines knowledge 

and skills related to language, 

mathematics, science, technology, 

social studies, music, and the arts. 

Through specific techniques, and 

seeking to work on specific skills, 

it is possible to develop critical 

thinking in children from a very early 

age. This is because, even with the 

few abstraction skills that young 

children have, they can already make 

connections between stories told 

by teachers and their own lives, for 

example. Over time, as they mature, 

the ability for abstraction increases 

and the connections become more 

complex. 

The development of critical 

thinking stems from the possibility 

of participating, interacting and 

contributing to problem solving. 

These challenging situations are 

considered ideal for learning the 

necessary skills and competencies 

to work in collaboration with others.  

Analytical capacity and the ability 

to actively participating in solving 

problems, by identifying them and 

coming up with hypotheses, is 

not limited to learning languages, 

but also relates to other subjects, 

such as mathematics and science. 

So, students develop the ability to 

communicate adequately, under 

various circumstances, adapting to 

be understood. 

SAFETY

Safety and 
security at all levels

LANGUAGE

Much more than 
what is spoken 

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E
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R
eading is taken seriously at Maple Bear 

from an early age. The introduction to 

reading occurs gradually, with a priority 

placed on language. Children learn to 

read and develop a passion for reading, which is 

the gateway to learning throughout life. The Maple 

Bear program is child-centered, and language is a 

priority, with reading and writing at the core of the 

curriculum. 

It is no coincidence that, during their early school 

years, the children read a book a day in the 

classroom. Teachers guide small children into the 

magical world of books and, little by little, introduce 

topics such as the names of authors, illustrators, 

publishing houses, literary genres, and others. The 

main strategies adopted by Maple Bear to nurture 

young readers are interactive, shared, guided and 

independent forms of reading. They provide support 

for students to achieve comprehension, accuracy, 

fluency, and vocabulary.

These strategies are used periodically, combined 

with themes and projects from the Canadian 

teaching methodology. This variety enables 

students to participate in oral reading sessions with 

proficient readers, shared reading with classmates 

and individual reading, according to each one’s 

ability. 

As they become more mature readers, the teacher’s 

approach changes, but the main goal is to continue 

to encourage reading. The more children acquire 

complex thinking skills, the easier it is for them 

to consolidate what they have learned and to 

apply this knowledge in a more sophisticated 

way. Although thinking skills on their own are not 

enough to make a child an effective reader, they are 

essential for the reading process. Complex thinking 

is what enables children to reach the necessary 

cognitive level for reading. 

Even though it is the responsibility of teachers to 

promote reading in the classroom, in every age 

group, the roles of parents at home is crucial. The 

family is an extremely important partner in this 

reading journey. Children, first of all, learn through 

example, so parents and guardians should read to 

children, read with children and be seen reading at 

home. 

Since parents are not always at home, it is essential 

that their guardians (uncles/aunts, nannies or 

grandparents) take on the role of readers to instill a 

joy for reading. A story can turn into a play, in which 

each person becomes a character; you can change 

the beginning or end of the story, change the names 

of the characters, or make up your own book. The 

possibilities for strengthening the habit of reading 

are countless. 

T
eaching mathematics at Maple Bear 

occurs gradually starting with preschool. 

Students are encouraged to recognize 

elements from objects found in their 

daily lives and make connections with the content 

presented in the classroom. At first, they are 

introduced to math in a tangible and fun way, 

through objects they can handle. Little by little, as 

the students’ ability for abstraction increases, they 

are introduced to mental and more complex math. 

This process of teaching math in the Maple Bear 

classrooms starts off by establishing connections 

between what students bring from their personal 

experiences and what is addressed in class. As 

children’s thought processes change, moving 

from the concrete to abstract realm, the subject of 

math is continuously redirected, moving from the 

handling of materials, whether structured or not, to 

graphic forms, until achieving the sophistication of 

mathematical language.  

At the elementary education level, the children 

consolidate their knowledge of the decimal number 

system and how it works and start using different 

strategies and expanding their repertoire to solve 

challenges that are presented.

A challenge that is skillfully handled by educators 

is making math something stimulating for children. 

First, it is important to make it relevant and relatable 

to their daily lives. For example, with small children, 

we can count parked cars on a street and discover 

whether the result is even or odd. Another way of 

doing this is to encourage learning math at home. 

Families can encourage mathematical learning 

by helping the children apply what they learn at 

school to day-to-day life at home. Counting toys 

before putting them away, adding or subtracting 

socks while folding laundry, or dividing fruits 

among family members, are some examples of 

making mathematics an active and fun element 

in children’s lives. Organizing toys in sequence or 

putting together the family’s event calendar are 

other activities that make learning math more 

meaningful. 

A key ingredient in learning math is the challenge. 

The more students feel challenged to solve a 

problem, the stronger the desire to do it. For 

this reason, math classes are always based on 

challenging situations. And the activities are done 

in groups. Thus, the children can tap into their 

previous knowledge and, by discussing and sharing 

information with other students, they are able to 

arrive at conclusions. Math is not a question of 

ready-made rules, but is presented as a discovery, 

the building of knowledge that teachers help create 

and mediate. 

As they learn math, students become more confi-

dent, since they achieve new levels of logical reaso-

ning and learn to relate to situational problems in a 

more natural way, with the goal of solving them. 

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E

READING

Introduction to
Reading

A source of fun  
and learning

with Concrete Results

MATHEMATICS
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T
he study of sciences will always 

be important for children to help 

them observe the world in a totally 

new, more comprehensive and 

richer way, understanding every detail and 

being able to perceive concepts in practically 

everything. Taking advantage of the precise 

and attentive outlook of young children is a 

mission that Maple Bear educators love to 

embrace. 

From the Early Toddler level, there are 

initiatives to spark the scientific curiosity of 

students. The units of the program encourage 

observation of facts and phenomena from 

nature. Children learn, from an early age, to 

use observation as a scientific exercise. They 

conduct experiments to identify physical and 

chemical changes, as well as learn about the 

behavior of living creatures in various current 

and ancient environments.  

Empirical knowledge, that which is 

experienced in practice through experiments 

that the children themselves carry out, 

evolves gradually and makes way for 

knowledge based more on scientific theories. 

Everything is done in a step-by-step process 

so that the children do not lose their genuine 

curiosity for science. The setting for the 

classes is always inspiring. From libraries 

to labs, and comfortable recreational areas 

to classrooms, every space is designed to 

facilitate collaborative projects and activities. 

In this setting, teachers play a very active 

role in that they must also have an inquisitive 

nature in order to engage the children’s 

attention, at every stage of development. 

SCIENCE

A breeding 
ground for young 
scientists

C A N A D I A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C E L L E N C E
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H
ow does Canadian 

Education foster lifelong 

student success?

On a consistent basis, the 

Canadian education system is proving 

to be amongst the most successful 

and resilient in the world. According to 

the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development’s (OECD) 

Programme for International Student 

Assessment (PISA), fifteen year old 

students consistently demonstrate 

outstanding results in reading 

comprehension, math and science. 

Thus Canada is ranking among the top 

five performing countries in the world 

and number one among the English 

speaking countries.

The Canadian curriculum is designed 

so that all students are able to achieve 

their greatest potential and become 

lifelong learners. The “Learn – to – 

learn” method is the most commonly 

used rather than simple transference of 

information, which can quickly become 

outdated or irrelevant.

Canada is a pioneer in implementing 

education strategies that focus on 

developing specific competencies 

which collectively fall under the 21st 

century skills. The objective is to build 

capacity in areas that promote a 

resilient society capable of effectively 

adapting to rapid change. It represents 

a shift in emphasis from the instruction 

of facts to a model which focuses 

on competencies such as critical 

thinking, character building, creativity, 

innovation, as well as digital and 

computer literacy. 

Acquiring these qualities starts at a 

very young age. They are essential to 

be successful in today’s competitive 

international job market and prepare 

the children for success in the future, 

which brings unprecedented pace of 

social, economic and technological 

changes.

How does the Canadian approach 

create world leading results, 

regardless of a students’ country 

of origin, socio-economic status, or 

cultural background?

According to British Broadcasting 

Corporation (BBC), as well as other 

publications, Canadian students are 

among the best educated in the world, 

and far ahead of the US and European 

countries. The inclusive and equitable 

education model based on child 

centered approaches, that leaves no 

one behind, allows students to develop 

their skills and achieve high results on a 

consistent basis. 

In Canada, newly arrived children from 

immigrant families, including those that 

do not speak or have limited English, 

integrate with no major adjustment 

issues and perform at the same level 

as their classmates within a three-

year period. This result is achieved by 

providing equal and fair opportunities 

to all children. Additional resources 

and well-trained staff are offered for 

students with learning exceptionalities 

and challenges. As a result, the system 

supports all learners from a variety of 

cultural backgrounds and facilitates 

smooth transition into the job market 

and broader society.

How does Maple Bear differ from 

other schools and the education 

system at large, and what value can 

it bring to its students?

Maple Bear brings the best of the 

Canadian methodology and bilingual 

education. It is based on discovery, 

experimentation and solving problems. 

On the basis of these principles, 

traditional teaching methods, are 

replaced by thought-provoking 

education, which encourages students 

to explore the environment around 

them to find answers to questions that 

are truly relevant to their daily lives. 

Maple Bear offers the most modern 

approach in education available 

world-wide today. It is child-centered, 

supplemented with a project-based 

approach. It incorporates themes of 

social responsibility and community 

service so that students feel a sense of 

commitment to their local settings. By 

using hands-on experience, it better 

prepares them to be critical thinkers 

and future leaders. 

Maple Bear schools around the world 

benefit from our large Canadian 

academic faculty, including trainers, 

curriculum writers and quality 

assurance personnel. The Maple 

Bear program is a living, breathing 

curriculum that is constantly being 

updated. 

Joining the Maple Bear global network 

means receiving constant support, 

sharing best practices in eduction and 

creating great opportunities for local 

teachers. 

Irena Korbabicz-Putko is the Academic 

Director for Maple Bear Central and 

Eastern Europe. She has been a Canadian 

educator for over 30 years. She began her 

teaching career as an elementary school 

teacher in Toronto, Canada, advancing to 

the position of principal and curriculum 

leader with the Toronto Catholic District 

School Board.

Irena`s life and experience have equipped 

her with a deep expertise in education 

reform in Eastern Europe, especially 

Ukraine and Poland, and in Canadian 

curriculum integration. Beyond her time 

in the school setting, Irena has worked 

as a primary basic qualification course 

instructor at Queen’s University’s Faculty 

of Education, servicing teachers in the 

international market. 

Irena holds an Honors Bachelor of Arts 

and a Master of Education.

Academic Director for Maple Bear Central and Eastern Europe

Irena Korbabicz-Putko 

Canadian Education 
foster lifelong 
student success

I N T E R V I E W

The Canadian 
curriculum is 
designed so that all 
students are able to 
achieve their greatest 
potential and become 
lifelong learners.  

Irena Korbabicz-
Putko

 THE BEAR – #2 | THE MAPLE BEAR MAGAZINE | 3534 | THE MAPLE BEAR MAGAZINE | #2 – THE BEAR



T
he Maple Bear methodology features the best of 

the Canadian curriculum. And the long-standing 

Canadian attitude toward multiculturalism is infused 

within our Maple Bear curriculum, providing our 

students with these Canadian cross-cultural skills.  

This attitude, along with Canada's approach to world 

security, created the foundation of peacekeeping to  

emerge in 1956.  This connection between the Canadian 

value of multiculturalism and Canada’s role in the United 

Nations (UN) peacekeeping efforts is a hallmark of the 

multicultural approach to teaching and learning.

WE AT MAPLE BEAR ARE BRINGING THAT  

CONNECTION BETWEEN MULTICULTURAL  

PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING AND THE WORK  

OF THE UNITED NATIONS TOGETHER IN OUR  

NEWEST CURRICULUM INNOVATION –  

THE MAPLE BEAR GLOBAL CONNECTIONS  

FOR SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM (GCP). 

How can we nurture cross-cultural connection and enhance 

awareness while exploring the biggest issues that face the 

livelihood of our planet today?

Through the GCP, Maple Bear seeks to connect students 

virtually around the world and facilitate exploration, 

discussion and collaboration centred around the 17 United 

Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

Maple Bear Brazil

Global Sustainability Goals and 
Student Collaboration Come 
Together to Create a Unique 

Education Program

A DIGITAL PLATFORM INCORPORATING THE 

LATEST ONLINE LEARNING APPROACHES, 

THE GCP SEEKS TO HAVE MAPLE BEAR 

STUDENTS TRAVEL THE WORLD WITHOUT 

EVER LEAVING THE CLASSROOM. 

The United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) will be the basis of their 

exploration. These goals are aimed at 

achieving peace and prosperity worldwide 

by addressing key global issues like climate 

change, quality education and poverty.

The students with the guidance of our 

teachers will look at the SDG topics and 

unearth the critical issues around a specific 

goal as it relates to their country.  

Global 
Connections for 

Sustainability 

Action research will be an important step in 

this one-of-a-kind program, as students make 

decisions about actions they can take to 

improve the specific goal in their area. 

THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR REAL-

WORLD WORK AND CHANGE ARE 

NOT ONLY ENGAGING BUT ALSO 

TRANSFORMATIONAL. 

Students will not only be cultivating their 

collaborative and inquiry skills, but also 

their social justice and advocacy skills. The 

excitement of improving one’s own home and 

having the power to do so is inspiring and 

builds a sense of eagerness to learn and to be 

empowered to make change.

Throughout this project, students will be connecting with 

similar-aged students in countries like Brazil, India and 

Vietnam. Paired with classes who are studying the same SDG 

from their own regional perspectives, students will present 

their findings to one another through video conferences.

Ultimately Maple Bear students will be making the UN 

sustainability goals a reality in their communities and sharing 

their research and results with their partner school on the 

other side of the globe. 

This one-of-a-kind program will develop lifelong inquiry skills 

about topics that matter in our modern world while at the 

same time instilling a multicultural approach to collaboration 

and problem-solving. 

Maple Bear students worldwide will set a new standard for 

what it means to be a global citizen. 

#ProudToBeMapleBear

#MapleBearGlobalConnections

#UNSDGS

LEARN 
MORE

G L O B A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  L I F E
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Voice of 
Central & Eastern Europe 

our Maple Bear School 
Voice of 
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Liz Kazimowicz, 
Academic Director (Canada) 

T
he world around us is rapidly changing 

and becoming increasingly complex. 

In order to prepare children for future 

success, education needs to be responsive 

and move beyond mastering concepts in 

Reading, Writing and Arithmetic.  Children 

demonstrate a natural curiosity and interest 

in their surroundings. As educators we have a 

responsibility to further ignite this passion by 

providing opportunities for asking questions 

and seeking solutions through exploration 

and activity-based learning. Globally the 

parents are looking for a bilingual education 

that promotes the development of 21st 

century learning skills to prepare children for a 

successful future as lifelong learners. Parents 

are seeking a collaborative relationship with 

the school to further support their child’s 

education.   Research suggests that the same 

trends are occurring in Poland.  

To address this need in Poland, Maple Bear 

Polska is proud to be joining the Maple Bear 

family by beginning to open a network of 

schools throughout the country.

CANADA’S EDUCATION SYSTEM – ONE OF 

THE BEST IN THE WORLD

Canada’s education system consistently ranks 

among the best in the world and Maple Bear 

brings the best of Canadian methodology 

and bilingual education to Poland. As a 

Canadian educator in the province of Ontario 

I have witnessed the long-term benefits of a 

curriculum that provides effective strategies 

for the whole child to develop skills through 

social, emotional, cognitive and physical 

engagement in learning. This is reflected in 

LIZ KAZIMOWICZ is a highly experienced 

Canadian educator who brings her passion and 

expertise to Maple Bear Polska. 

 Liz had a successful career with the Dufferin-Peel 

Catholic District School Board as a teacher, curriculum 

consultant, principal and superintendent of schools. 

She had direct responsibility for instructional leadership 

and operations at elementary and secondary schools 

serving over 11,000 students in diverse communities in 

Mississauga and Brampton. Her portfolio included the 

development of a system wide leadership strategy and a 

coaching/mentoring program for newly appointed school 

administrators. 

 At the provincial level, Liz was an Education Officer 

and Private School Inspector with the Ontario Ministry 

of Education and Practicum Adjudicator with the Ontario 

Catholic Supervisory Officers Qualification Program. She 

was an adjunct professor at York University and taught ESL 

additional qualification courses for teachers. 

 Liz holds a Master of Science in Education, a Bachelor 

of Education, and a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Maple Bear’s proprietary curriculum which has 

been successfully implemented in thirty-five  

countries around the world. The curriculum 

is continually updated to reflect the latest in 

research and the best in Canadian educational 

practices. Teaching strategies encourage 

creativity, critical thinking, reasoning and 

problem-solving skills through activity based 

learning. Maple Bear aligns with each country’s 

curriculum and conforms to local education 

regulations.  

21ST CENTURY SKILLS

From a very young age, it is important 

to provide students with activities that 

are rooted in 21st century learning skills, 

including: communication, collaboration, 

critical thinking, creativity, digital literacy and 

global citizenship. Literacy is about reading 

to learn not just learning to read. It is about 

developing the capacity and motivation 

to identify, understand, interpret, create 

and communicate knowledge. Maple Bear 

promotes this broad concept of literacy 

through their curriculum, instructional 

practices and assessments. Learning is 

assessed by demonstrating the ability to 

apply what has been learned to new contexts. 

Assessment and evaluation strategies are 

authentic, inform instructional decisions, 

promote student engagement and improve 

student learning. 

BECOMING BILINGUAL

A stimulating teaching and learning 

environment are an important component 

of student engagement in the learning 

process. Learning another language comes 

easily to young children. Fluency in two languages has many 

advantages beyond being able to communicate with people 

locally and abroad. At the preschool level, Maple Bear delivers 

a student-centred learning system with immersion in the 

English language. At the elementary, middle and high school 

levels, the program is bilingual with students learning in 

Polish and English. Research supports bilingual education for 

increased cognitive development and academic achievement. 

In addition to health benefits, students experience a greater 

ability to concentrate, multitask and adapt to change. 

Mastering a second language through the curriculum provides 

for meaningful dialogue and interactions during the learning 

process. Activities encourage the development of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing abilities in two languages, English 

and Polish. 

According to OECD 2019 "Digital skills and other types of skills 

– including critical thinking, communication skills, adaptability 

and accountability – will become essential for adults to 

succeed in both work and life."  Maple Bear Polska schools 

will provide children with the opportunity to develop these 

skills through learning in an environment that goes beyond a 

traditional classroom. 

QUALITY EDUCATION

Maple Bear has a reputation for quality. Everything is designed 

for excellence in education, from building state of the art 

facilities to interior design and furnishings. Bright and spacious 

classrooms are organized to reflect active engagement in the 

learning process. The curriculum and resources are consistent 

among all the Maple Bear schools. Assistance is provided with 

the recruitment of quality educators and on-going training is 

provided throughout the year. Quality assurance assessments 

are conducted on a regular basis to ensure that standards 

are being met, thereby ensuring a high level of accountability. 

Maple Bear Polska will provide the best of Canadian education 

to prepare students to become active local citizens and 

successful global citizens. 

Maple Bear Poland 
LEARN 
MORE

https://maplebear.pl/
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Maple Bear 
Primary School Sofia Bulgaria

Maple Bear Kindergarten and 
Preschool Sofia Vitosha Bulgaria

M A P L E  B E A R  C E E  H I G H L I G H T S

LEARN 
MORE

LEARN 
MORE

https://sofia.vitosha.maplebear-cee.com/

https://sofia.boyana.maplebear-cee.com/
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W
hen doors first opened at Maple Bear Kyiv a 

year ago, no one could have imagined that 

teaching resilience to young learners between 

Kindergarten age and Grade 2, would be driven 

not only by the need to develop confidence in the 

face of day-to-day adversity but to help combat the fear and terror 

of a war zone.

Nearly a year since the start of the war, the new Maple Bear team 

in Kyiv has had to rise to the occasion and model optimism, 

confidence and of course, bravery, as they stay committed to the 

mission of delivering high-quality education in a safe, secure, and 

nurturing environment.

Back in March of 2022, while the team in Kyiv soldiered on, so to 

speak, the Maple Bear network across the world rallied together in 

support through a global fundraising initiative launched by Maple 

Bear Global Schools and Maple Bear Central and Eastern Europe, 

raising awareness of the circumstances faced by Ukrainians as 

well as raising funds for the affected families and staff at the Maple 

Bear school in Kyiv. 

At the beginning of 2023, Maple Bear CEE and Maple Bear Global 

Schools launched a new fundraising campaign which supports 

the school with funds for fuel for a power generator. The campaign 

is supported by the whole Maple Bear Global Schools network 

around the world.

Content is provided by the Maple Bear Kyiv School:

“February 24, 2022, is a day that every Ukrainian will never forget. 

During the first days of the invasion, Maple Bear Kyiv opened its 

door to its families and neighbours, offering the basement as a 

bomb shelter. This was just one way  Maple Bear Kyiv showed 

its solidarity with Ukrainians. The next step was to demonstrate 

resilience and continue the education of our students. Teachers 

and administrators who were in safe locations with stable internet 

continued providing quality lessons to students and family 

members. The focus of the lessons was to bring some normalcy 

and consistency to their lives . They had lessons both in Canadian 

and Ukrainian programs, read aloud time, they completed arts 

and crafts activities and had thematic days. This was the best 

opportunity for students to stay together and continue their 

learning journey, regardless of where they occurred in the world.  

Due to the bravery and determination of our staff, Maple Bear Kyiv 

continues to offer  qualitative education for its students. The war 

did not deter teachers and students from continuing to improve 

themselves and truly becoming the best version of themselves.     

In the first academic year 2020|2021 Maple Bear Kyiv had a group 

of 34 students both in kindergarten and school. Now, Maple Bear 

Kyiv has 55 students enrolled and on their way to a fulfilling life by 

continuing their educational journey.   

In June 2022, Maple Bear Kyiv ran an in-person summer camp 

where students played games, had mini-lessons, played on the 

playground and returned to a state of normalcy as best they could.

They also  introduced new security protocols and immediately put 

them into practice with our summer campers. When the air raid 

sirens started, campers and staff proceeded to the shelter, which 

was certified by the State Emergency Service

     

Every day there is new interest in the school with more and more 

parents curious about how we have created a safe learning 

environment. The benefit of having transformed our basement 

bomb shelter into classrooms, working spaces and even places 

for kindergarteners to sleep during nap time puts parents at ease.  

Not only does Maple Bear offer high-quality bilingual education, 

but we offer peace of mind because the safety of our students is 

our highest priority during this tumultuous time.  

At the end of 2022, Ukraine suffered waves of massive attacks on 

energy infrastructure. Power outages began nationwide including 

in the capital of Ukraine, Kyiv. After the 10th of October, we offered 

a fully online program to our students who preferred to stay 

home.  In November 2022 we installed the generator, and today 

the school has central power which feeds the electricity and the 

heating. 

Our school continues to adapt to each situation 

the war presents to us.

Despite the strikes and air raid sirens, we do 

our best to ensure the education and all-around 

development of our kids continue. We plan 

fun events on special days like Halloween and 

Thanksgiving. We organize parent-focused 

workshops like Curriculum Night, and we perform 

safety training for fire and other emergencies. We 

also opened a library corner at the school.           

So, in general, we feel optimistic about the future 

as we continue to make exciting plans that 

ensure the security of our students and that our 

high-quality education standards are maintained.

Bravery has always been ingrained in the people 

of Ukraine. And bravery is what makes the Maple 

Bear Kyiv brand stand out from the rest.

We stay brave, keep calm and keep teaching, 

knowing we can cope with all the obstacles 

together with our amazing team members and 

staff.

Being a part of the Maple 
Bear network made us 
feel supported during 
this challenging time. The 
reopening experience is 
a successful business 
case for the strategic 
advantage of being a 
part of an internationally 
established education 
franchise. We hope that 
our students and teachers 
will feel safe and happy 
being back. 
 

AW, Co-Owner, Maple 
Bear Kyiv, Osokorky

LEARN 
MORE

https://kyiv.osokorky.maplebear-cee.com/en/

Maple Bear Kyiv is a role 
model for bravery

MAPLE BEAR KINDERGARTEN AND PRIMARY SCHOOL KYIV UKRAINE
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What do you think about the Maple 

Bear methodology and teaching 

strategies? 

All questions a teacher may have 

can be answered by the Maple Bear 

methodology. It is well thought out, 

beautifully created by Canadian 

education experts, and, most 

importantly, highly applicable. The 

program's strategies are ground-

breaking, motivating, and incredibly 

beneficial to our educators and 

students.

English Immersion – how do 

children feel in an English language 

immersion environment?

Although it may appear that children 

are confused and hesitant at first 

they quickly learn to recognize basic 

instructions and show confidence 

with each spoken word. The rapid 

development of bilingualism is a result 

of ongoing English language exposure.

What do parents find unique in the 

Maple Bear program? How do they 

feel about it?

After children begin with the Maple 

Bear, we almost immediately receive 

positive feedback from the parents.  

They like the immersion method as 

they can see the progress in their 

child’s acquisition of English language 

skills. 

What are the skills children need to 

be ready for the future?

Although we do not know what careers 

will look like in the future, problem 

solving skills, critical thinking skills, and 

communication skills will always be in 

demand. These life skills are all fostered 

at Maple Bear from a young age.

How do you teach these skills at 

Maple Bear?

The centers at Maple Bear offer 

children a chance to experiment 

with different areas of interest and 

develop their natural sense of curiosity. 

This gives them the opportunity 

to investigate and draw their own 

conclusions, as well as the freedom to 

think independently. 

What do you love about the Maple 

Bear program?

Personally, my favorite part is Maple 

Bear’s focus on developing a love of 

reading. Our library is rich with all differ-

ent kinds of books. A passion for reading 

happens to be one of my own passions. 

Tell us more😊 

At Maple Bear Belgrade, in addition to 

the academic program, we have a state-

of-the-art sports program and facilities. 

Our children’s days are rich and full 

of varied activities from swimming to 

karate and tennis, music and dance.

Education for Life 

Although we do not 
know what careers 
will look like in the 
future, problem 
solving skills, critical 
thinking skills, and 
communication 
skills will always be 
in demand. These life 
skills are all fostered 
at Maple Bear from a 
young age. 
 

Violeta Stefanovic, 
Academic 
Coordinator

MAPLE BEAR KINDERGARTEN AND PRESCHOOLS BELGRADE SERBIA

LEARN 
MORE

https://belgrade.senjak.maplebear-cee.com/
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English Immersion – how do children 

feel in an English language immersion 

environment?

It is true that at the beginning immersing 

a child with no knowledge of English in an 

English-speaking class might sound a bit 

“scary”. Yet, it is important to remember 

several things:

1. Maple Bear provides teachers with 

language immersion strategies that are 

easy to use.

2. The first and foremost objective of a 

language immersion lesson is language 

exposure. Language comprehension 

comes second.

3. Young learners are like sponges. They 

will develop language comprehension 

with no effort at all. Having said all this, I 

really think that the ones who are worried 

about a full day of language immersion 

are the parents. Children embrace it very 

well and are happy and relaxed.

What do parents find unique in the 

Maple Bear program? How do they feel 

about it?

Parents have noticed a significant 

improvement in their children’s linguistic 

competence in English or German. At the 

same time, they notice that the children 

are more excited about learning and the 

fact that the content is so diverse and 

unique makes them want to participate in 

all activities

What are the skills children need to be 

ready for the future?

One of the most important skills is being 

a team player. So far the Romanian 

education system has focused on 

developing individuals and we can still 

see some residual of this educational 

philosophy. At Maple Bear, we stimulate 

teamwork, by having children work 

together in the assisted and non-assisted      

learning centres. Another important 

skill is critical thinking. Children are 

encouraged to express themselves and 

account for their ideas and thoughts. 

There are no wrong answers at Maple 

Bear.

How do you teach these skills at Maple 

Bear?

The work on the assisted and non-

assisted learning centres is the source 

of developing team work skills and also 

critical thinking skills. The experiments 

that children carry out on a weekly basis 

encourage them to make deductions 

and develop their own ideas about the 

different phenomena that are taking place

What do you love about the Maple 

Bear program?

The best thing about this program is the 

fact that it stimulates children's creativity, 

critical thinking and teamwork and all in a 

language immersion environment. It is a 

very complete and easy-to-use program.

M A P L E  B E A R  C E E  H I G H L I G H T S

Parents have 
noticed a significant 
improvement in their 
children’s linguistic 
competence in English 
or German. At the 
same time, they notice 
that the children are 
more excited about 
learning and the fact 
that the content is so 
diverse and unique 
makes them want 
to participate in all 
activities.

Maple Bear Cluj 
Coordinators

Stimulating 
childreǹ s creativity,

MAPLE BEAR KINDERGARTEN AND PRESCHOOL CLUJ NAPOCA ROMANIA

critical thinking and teamwork

What do you think about the 

Maple Bear methodology and 

teaching strategies?

The Maple Bear methodology 

is centered around two 

important pillars. The first one 

is language immersion and the 

second is the best practices in 

education. Having these two 

pillars combined is what makes 

this methodology unique and 

successful. It is a methodology 

that applies very well to all types 

of learners and is adaptable to 

every education scenario.

LEARN 
MORE

https://cluj.maplebear-cee.com/
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... and a  
present 

in over 35 
countries

Maple Bear Singapore

Maple Bear UAE

Maple Bear Brazil

Maple Bear China

Maple Bear Guatemala

Maple Bear Hong Kong (SAR) China

Maple Bear India

Maple Bear Malaysia

Maple Bear Mexico

Maple Bear NepalMaple Bear Peru

Maple Bear South Korea

Maple Bear Turkey Maple Bear USA

M A P L E  B E A R  C E E  H I G H L I G H T S

LEARN 
MORE

https://tirana.kodradiellit.maplebear-cee.com/

Maple Bear Kindergarten  
and Preschool Tirana Albania
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Your Maple Bear School 
in Central and Eastern Europe:


